Clonmellon Tidytowns Newsletter

Over the last couple of years Clonmellon has seen a lot of change to
the village. As you may recall a five year plan was put together by the
local Community Council ( Town and Village Renewal Scheme ) and a
grant from Westmeath County Council was allocated for the painting
of premises, remarking of the parking areas repair work carried out
on the footpaths along the main street, all the trees had new borders
put around them, new signs on all the approach roads to the village
and new street furniture beside the cemetery and new picnic
benches for the green area near the playground. Applying for the
grants takes a lot of time, arranging meetings and coordinating with
Westmeath County Council so well done to all the committee
members for doing this on behalf of our community. All this work
could not be done without the input from all the different
departments in the Westmeath county council who help so a big
thanks to you all. We now have our local men’s shed back up and
running and this is a great organisation to have in our community as
they have done great work for tidytowns with projects in the past

and most recently projects for our community garden and local
business in the area. Tidytowns work is ongoing with just a short
break in the winter and then an early start back in January to prepare
projects for the coming competition in the summer. We have started
a new project rebuilding the flower beds around the new welcome
signs on all the approach roads to the village the first one was
completed on the Kells approach road this is a long term project and
we hope to do one every year over the next four years or when funds
become available to fund this project. All the trees now have fresh
top soil around them and planted with wild flowers, and all the
guards around the trees were painted black. The flower beds have all
been replanted and the green areas are cut. The men’s shed have
worked on a project for the green area near the well a stand and two
bird boxes all made from recycled materials. Last year we started a
project to clean up Killua Cemetery with the help of grants to
purchase new equipment we have started to trim the overgrown
grass back we have cleared some graves and we hope to progress
this project with some expert help in the coming year. This is a very
good and long project to work on. Let’s hope we can get a bit further
this year.
So again we have to thank all our sponsors who help us every year as
we cannot depend on grants alone to fund these projects and pay for
our insurance and the upkeep and all the running cost of our
equipment.
Works in the village:
A lot of work went into applying for the Town and Village Renewal
Scheme. This was a five year plan and has now been completed and
it was a great success and a big thank you to all the committee
members who put in so much time and effort to work on this project.

Just a few photos below to show the parking lanes, painting of
buildings, repair to footpaths, new signs on all approach roads and
new street furniture.

Clonmellon Men’s shed:
It is great to have this organisation back up and running. They are
now located at the end of the village. They received a 45ft
portacabin from the (Irish Men’s Shed Association) and made some
repairs and now it’s fully fitted out with tools and equipment to work
on projects. A thank you to all our sponsors who helped with their
generous donations to pay for our insurance and running cost

Projects carried out for Tidytowns:
Over the last 4 years a lot of projects were carried out by the
tidytowns committee. We also had a lot of work done by the local
community council, Westmeath County Council, and projects carried
out by various organisations in the village. Below see some
photographs of before and after works carried out.

The entrance to the industrial estate was in a bad way we now have
our community garden there and we just won this year’s entry to the
pride of place competition to represent County Westmeath. The
railings and border around the trees ware bad now they have new
borders which were put down by the county council and the railings
got painted and we put history plaques on the trees and on different
buildings around the village.

Local News:
Over the last couple of months our local day to day shop was
changed to Daybreak and the shop had a complete refit and what a
great job they did. Well done to Vikram and his team who gives so
much support to our community with the services that his shop
provides.

St John’s Church:
As we know this church was renovated a couple of years ago by Allen
and Lorena Krause of Killua Castle and they allow arts and crafts to
be displayed at various times of the year. This year we had two arts
and craft displays the most recent one in May 2022. Resonance
exhibition by ReVerve Arts Group final dates were weekend May
21/22. There was some beautiful works of art and crafts on display.
This group of visual artists exhibit their beautiful works of art in
various venues and what a pleasure it was to meet them in St John’s
church and talk about what they do. I would like to give a big thank
you to Penelope Lacey( Sculpture ) Annabel Potterton ( Artists ) Mary
Clarke ( Artists ) Dympna O’Mhoney ( Artists ) and Helene Malone
(Artists ) for all their hard work in setting up this exhibition.

Community Garden.

From the start of this project Allied Recycling has been a great
supporter of the garden and not only do they support tidytowns they
are big supporters of all organisations in the village. They provide a
lot of employment in the area which is greatly welcome.
A lot of work is done in our community garden for tidy towns and a
what a great job they do to help make our village a brighter and
more colourful place to live. Everyone in the garden takes part in
planning the verity of flowers to be grown for all our hanging
baskets, flower beds replanting all the trees with wild flowers and all
the flower pots outside the church. This takes a lot of time and this
work is greatly appreciated.

Clonmellon is not a very big village but we do have a big community
spirit. When we look at the different events that take place here at
different times of the year such as Christmas Markets, Culture
events, Farmers Market, Christmas Concerts, Summer Events such as

Body and Soul in Ballinlough Castle, and our history. We even have
our own local internet radio station. But most of all it’s the people
that make a community and we have that community spirit that is
inviting and welcoming as we can see by the different nationalities
that we have in our village and surrounding areas and our newest
arrivals from the Ukraine that have been made very welcome to our
community. So when we say that we live in Clonmellon we can say
that with a lot of pride and we should be proud of the area where we
live. Tidy towns is not just flowers and gardens ,environment,
biodiversity ,to us it’s about Community and its clear to see with all
the help that is given on the various projects over the last couple of
years that our community is strong and caring and inviting.
On Behalf of the committee I would like to thank all the business in
the community and surrounding areas that support us throughout
the year.
John Wilson
Secretary

